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ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD 

Course: Adult Education in Comparative Perspectives (847)  •  Level: MA/MEd 

Semester: Autumn 2026 

Assignment No. 1 (Units 1–4) 

Total Marks: 100  •  Pass Marks: 40 

SOLVED ASSIGNMENT GUIDE 

(For Study & Reference) 

Note: This guide is prepared for study and reference purposes. Students are advised to read the relevant 

units of the course book, understand the concepts, and then write the assignment in their own words. 

Copying this guide word for word is discouraged. 

Question 1: Importance of Adult Education (20 Marks) 

Discuss the importance of adult education.  

Introduction 

Adult education means the organized learning activities provided for people who are beyond 

the normal school-leaving age — workers, farmers, housewives, parents and older citizens who 

either missed schooling in childhood or who need to keep learning throughout life. UNESCO 

describes it as the whole body of organized educational processes, formal or informal, by which 

persons regarded as adults develop their abilities, enrich their knowledge and improve their 

technical or professional qualifications. Its importance has grown continuously, because in the 

modern world education can no longer be finished once and for all in childhood. Knowledge 
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changes, occupations change, technology changes, and a person who stops learning at the age 

of fourteen or sixteen is soon left behind. Adult education is therefore not a luxury or a 

charitable extra; it is a basic need of the individual, a condition of social progress and a 

foundation of national development. This answer discusses its importance from the individual, 

social, economic, political and cultural points of view. 

It is important to note at the outset that adult education is broader than adult literacy. Literacy 

— learning to read, write and calculate — is only its starting point. Adult education also 

includes continuing education, vocational and skills training, health and family-life education, 

civic and political education, agricultural extension, religious and moral instruction, and 

education for leisure and personal development. Because its scope is so wide, its benefits are 

also wide, touching almost every side of human life. 

Importance for the Individual: Personal Development and Dignity 

For the individual adult, education restores self-respect and confidence. An illiterate adult feels 

handicapped in daily life: he cannot read a bus sign, a medicine label, a bank form or a letter 

from his own child; he has to depend on others for the smallest written task and he is easily 

cheated by middlemen, moneylenders and dishonest officials. When such a person learns to 

read and write, he gains independence and dignity. He can keep his own accounts, read 

newspapers, follow prices in the market and protect his own rights. Education also satisfies a 

deep human hunger for knowledge and growth. Psychologists remind us that adults continue to 

develop throughout life; learning keeps the mind active, prevents the feeling of uselessness in 

old age and gives a sense of achievement and purpose. 
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Adult education also improves the health and family life of the individual. Literate mothers take 

better care of children, understand nutrition, hygiene and immunization, and are more likely to 

send their children to school. Health education through adult programmes has played a major 

role in controlling disease, reducing infant mortality and spreading family-planning awareness 

in many countries. In short, an educated adult lives a healthier, safer and more satisfying life. 

Economic Importance: Productivity, Income and Employability 

Economically, adult education is an investment in human capital, and economists such as 

Theodore Schultz have shown that investment in human beings brings returns as surely as 

investment in machines. A literate and trained worker is more productive: he can read 

instructions, operate and maintain machinery, adopt new methods and avoid waste and 

accidents. A farmer who can read can follow the advice of agricultural extension workers, use 

fertilizers and pesticides in the right quantity, keep records of costs and yields, and obtain fair 

prices instead of being exploited. Skills training and vocational courses enable unemployed or 

under-employed adults to enter better jobs, start small businesses and raise their incomes, 

which directly reduces poverty. 

At the national level, development plans cannot succeed with an illiterate labour force. 

Industrialization, modern agriculture, digital services and even simple administration all require 

people who can read, calculate and learn new skills quickly. Countries that invested heavily in 

adult and continuing education — for example Japan, South Korea and the Scandinavian 

countries — achieved rapid economic growth partly because their adult population kept 

upgrading its skills. Conversely, a country that spends only on the schooling of children, while 
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leaving the existing adult workforce illiterate, waits a whole generation for results. Adult 

education gives quicker returns, because adults apply what they learn immediately in their 

work. 

Social Importance: Equality, Harmony and Social Change 

Adult education is a powerful instrument of social equality. Formal schooling often favours 

those who were already privileged, while adults who missed school — the poor, rural people, 

and especially women — remain at the bottom of society. Adult education is a second chance 

for them; it is rightly called the education of the second chance. By bringing literacy and skills to 

deprived groups, it narrows the gap between rich and poor, between men and women, and 

between town and village, and it makes equality of opportunity a reality rather than a slogan. 

It is also an agent of social change. Many harmful customs and attitudes — superstition, 

prejudice, resistance to health measures, discrimination against daughters’ schooling — cannot 

be removed by law alone; they change when adults understand and think afresh. Adult 

education programmes have helped communities to accept girls’ education, to improve 

sanitation, to settle disputes peacefully and to adopt new practices. At the same time, educated 

adults participate more fully in community life, join cooperatives and local bodies, and 

contribute to the welfare of their neighbourhood, so that the whole community becomes more 

united and progressive. 

Political Importance: Democracy and Citizenship 

Democracy cannot work properly with illiterate citizens. A voter who cannot read a newspaper, 

a ballot paper or the manifesto of a party cannot judge issues independently; he votes as he is 
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told by landlords, local influentials or rumour. Adult education creates informed citizens who 

understand their rights and duties, follow public affairs, evaluate the performance of 

governments and resist propaganda and exploitation. Civic education within adult programmes 

teaches the constitution, the working of local government, the value of the vote and the duties 

of tolerance and respect for law. 

Adult education also supports political stability and national unity. People who understand 

national problems — population growth, water scarcity, energy saving, environmental 

protection — cooperate with national policies instead of resisting them out of ignorance. In 

Pakistan, where national integration and democratic culture still need strengthening, an 

educated adult population is a condition of a stable, participatory and peaceful political order. 

Cultural and Religious Importance 

Culturally, adult education preserves and enriches the heritage of a society while opening it to 

the wider world. Literate adults can read their own literature, history and religious books 

directly instead of depending on the interpretations of others. For a Muslim, the ability to read 

the Holy Quran and understand its message is itself one of the strongest motives for literacy, 

and Islamic teaching — which made the seeking of knowledge obligatory from the cradle to the 

grave — gives adult education a sacred importance. Adult classes, study circles, libraries, radio 

and television programmes raise the cultural level of the people, develop good taste in reading 

and leisure, and protect society against vulgarity, misinformation and extremist propaganda 

spread among the uninformed. 
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Importance in the Age of Technology and Lifelong Learning 

Finally, adult education is indispensable in the present age of rapid technological change. 

Automation, computers and mobile technology are changing every occupation; skills learned 

twenty years ago become outdated, and workers must be retrained again and again. This is the 

idea of lifelong learning, accepted worldwide and emphasized in the Sustainable Development 

Goals, whose Goal 4 promises inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong learning 

opportunities for all. Digital literacy for adults — using a mobile phone, online banking, e-

government services and reliable information on the internet — is now as basic as reading and 

writing once were. A society that does not educate its adults continuously will fall behind in the 

knowledge economy, whatever its schools achieve. 

Conclusion 

To conclude, adult education is important for every dimension of life: it gives the individual 

dignity, confidence, health and better income; it gives the economy productive and adaptable 

workers; it gives society equality, harmony and progress; it gives democracy informed and 

responsible citizens; and it gives the nation a population able to face change. It is not a 

substitute for the schooling of children but its necessary complement, because the adults of 

today cannot wait for the children of today to grow up. For a country like Pakistan, facing mass 

illiteracy together with poverty and rapid change, investment in adult education is not optional 

charity — it is the fastest and most direct road to national development. 
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Question 2: Removing Illiteracy in Pakistan Through Adult Education 

(20 Marks) 

Pakistan is facing the problem of illiteracy. How can this be removed through adult education?  

Introduction 

Illiteracy is one of the most serious problems of Pakistan. A very large proportion of the adult 

population — roughly four out of every ten adults, and an even higher proportion among 

women and in rural areas — cannot read or write a simple statement in any language. Behind 

this single figure lie many other problems: poverty, poor health, low productivity, exploitation 

of the weak, weak democracy and slow development. Successive governments have announced 

literacy campaigns, yet the number of illiterate adults remains enormous because the 

population grows fast and because millions of children still leave school early or never enter it, 

joining the ranks of illiterate adults. Adult education is the direct and obvious remedy for the 

illiteracy of those who are already grown up: school education prevents future illiteracy, but 

only adult education can remove the illiteracy that already exists. This answer first examines 

the nature and causes of the problem and then explains, step by step, how a well-planned adult 

education programme can remove it. 

The Nature and Causes of Illiteracy in Pakistan 

Illiteracy in Pakistan is not evenly spread. It is highest among women, in rural areas, in the 

poorer provinces and districts, and among labourers, small farmers and the urban poor. Its 

causes are well known: poverty forces children into work; schools are far away or lack teachers, 
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especially female teachers for girls; many parents see little benefit in schooling; early marriages 

end the education of girls; and the quality of primary schooling is so weak that many children 

who complete a few classes relapse into illiteracy because they never became firmly literate 

and have nothing to read afterwards. Two lessons follow. First, adult literacy work must be 

combined with universal primary education, otherwise new illiterates will be produced as fast 

as old ones are educated. Second, a literacy programme by itself is not enough — unless the 

new literate finds reading useful in daily life, he will forget what he learned, as has happened 

after many short campaigns. 

A Clear National Policy and Permanent Machinery 

The first requirement is a clear national policy that treats adult literacy as a permanent national 

task, not as an occasional campaign. Pakistan has created bodies for this purpose at different 

times, most notably the National Commission for Human Development (NCHD) and provincial 

literacy and non-formal education departments, and the Constitution’s Article 37-B itself 

promises to remove illiteracy within the minimum possible time. What is needed is continuity: a 

permanent literacy authority at federal and provincial level, protected budgets, trained 

professional staff and targets fixed district by district. Literacy work should be included in every 

development plan, and every government department — health, agriculture, industry, local 

government — should be required to make its services literacy-friendly, for example by using 

simple language and pictorial material and by running literacy classes for its own low-paid staff. 
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Literacy Centres Where Adults Live and Work 

The practical instrument of removal is the adult literacy centre, opened where illiterate adults 

actually live and work: in the village, the urban slum, the factory, the brick kiln and the mosque 

or community hall. Classes must be arranged at hours that suit learners — in the evening for 

workers and farmers, and at times convenient for women — and the course should be short 

and focused, normally a few months, teaching functional reading, writing and numeracy. 

Centres for women must be close to home and taught by female teachers, respecting local 

norms, because female illiteracy is the heart of the problem: an educated mother almost 

always educates her children, while an illiterate mother often cannot. Employers should be 

encouraged and, for large establishments, required to run literacy classes for their workers, and 

landlords, factories and kiln owners should not be allowed to block the education of those who 

work for them. 

Functional Literacy: Linking Learning with Daily Life 

Experience in Pakistan and elsewhere shows that adults drop out of classes that teach only the 

alphabet in a childish way. Adults learn when the content is functional — connected with their 

work, health, income and family needs. This is the approach of functional literacy: reading 

material built around farming, animal care, health and hygiene, children’s upbringing, religious 

instruction, prices, wages, rights and duties. A farmer learning to read should practise on a 

fertilizer bag, a seed packet and a market price list; a mother should practise on a vaccination 

card and a simple health message. When literacy is immediately useful, motivation stays high, 

attendance improves and relapse into illiteracy is prevented. Primers and books for new 
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literates, written in simple language about adult subjects, and village reading rooms, wall 

newspapers and mobile libraries are therefore essential parts of the programme. 

Mobilizing Teachers, Volunteers and the Community 

Pakistan cannot employ enough paid teachers for tens of millions of illiterates, so the 

programme must mobilize the educated members of every community: school teachers after 

hours, university and college students, retired persons, religious leaders and literate youth, 

each taking responsibility for teaching a small group — the principle of “each one teach one”. 

Students can be given credit or certificates for literacy service, and mosques, which exist in 

every locality and enjoy the trust of the people, can host literacy classes after prayers, as has 

been done successfully in mosque-school and literacy-through-mosque initiatives. Community 

participation is equally important: village education committees should identify illiterates, 

persuade reluctant adults, arrange the place and timing of classes and honour those who 

complete the course, so that learning becomes a matter of community pride rather than private 

shame. 

Use of Media and Technology 

Modern media can multiply the reach of adult education at low cost. Radio has long been used 

for literacy and agricultural programmes because it reaches remote homes cheaply; television 

and, today, the mobile phone can do even more. Short literacy lessons, educational dramas and 

discussion programmes create interest and support classroom learning. Mobile-based literacy 

— lessons and reading practice delivered by basic mobile phone, an approach tried successfully 

in Pakistan for women learners who could not attend centres regularly — allows learners to 
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practise reading at home at any hour. Social media and recorded video lessons can train 

volunteer teachers in distant districts. Technology cannot replace the teacher, but it can carry 

motivation, practice material and teacher support to places where no regular centre exists. 

Special Attention to Women and Disadvantaged Groups 

Because illiteracy is concentrated among women and the poorest groups, a general programme 

that treats everyone alike will miss those who need it most. For women, programmes should 

combine literacy with skills that raise family income — sewing, embroidery, poultry keeping, 

food preservation — and with health and child-care education, so that families see a visible 

benefit and allow women to attend. Child-care arrangements during class hours, female 

teachers from the same locality and safe, near-home venues remove the practical barriers. 

Similarly, special arrangements are needed for nomads, kiln and factory workers, fishermen, 

prisoners and persons with disabilities. Non-formal basic education schools for over-age 

children and adolescents also belong to this strategy, because an adolescent who learns to read 

at fourteen will not become an illiterate adult at twenty-five. 

Follow-Up, Evaluation and Link with Primary Education 

Finally, illiteracy can only be permanently removed if two supporting lines of work continue. 

The first is follow-up: after the basic course, learners need post-literacy classes, simple books, 

newspapers for new readers and opportunities to use their skills, otherwise a large share will 

relapse, as evaluations of earlier campaigns have repeatedly shown. Progress should be 

measured honestly — by testing actual reading and writing, not merely by counting 

enrolments. The second is prevention: every child must enter and complete quality primary 
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schooling, because each out-of-school child of today is the illiterate adult of tomorrow. Adult 

education and universal primary education are thus two halves of one national effort. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, illiteracy in Pakistan can be removed through adult education if the effort is 

permanent rather than occasional, functional rather than mechanical, and community-based 

rather than purely bureaucratic. The formula is clear: a firm national policy and permanent 

machinery; literacy centres where adults live and work, at hours they can attend; teaching 

linked with livelihood, health and family life; a great volunteer movement of teachers, students, 

mosques and communities; support from radio, television and the mobile phone; special 

priority for women and the poorest; and honest follow-up combined with universal primary 

schooling to stop the production of new illiterates. None of this is beyond Pakistan’s capacity; 

what has been lacking is continuity and priority. Given both, adult education can turn the 

country’s largest educational weakness into its largest educational achievement. 

Question 3: Role of Different Organizations in Promoting Adult 

Education in Pakistan (20 Marks) 

Critically examine the role of different organizations in promoting adult education in Pakistan.  

Introduction 

No single agency can educate tens of millions of adults. In Pakistan, the promotion of adult 

education has therefore been the work of many organizations: federal and provincial 

government departments, specialized public bodies, the Allama Iqbal Open University and 
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other universities, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), international agencies, religious 

institutions, employers and community organizations. Each type has contributed something 

valuable, and each has shown characteristic weaknesses. A critical examination must therefore 

do two things at once: recognize the real achievements of these organizations, and identify 

honestly where their work has fallen short — in scale, continuity, coordination and quality. This 

answer reviews the main groups of organizations one by one and ends with an overall 

assessment. 

Government Departments and Specialized Public Bodies 

Table 1: Main types of organizations promoting adult education in Pakistan 

Type of organization Examples Main contribution 

Federal / provincial government Literacy & Non-Formal Education 

departments; National 

Commission for Human 

Development (NCHD) 

Policy, literacy centres, non-

formal basic education schools, 

teacher payment 

Universities Allama Iqbal Open University; 

university adult-education and 

extension departments 

Distance courses, teacher 

training, research, literacy 

material 

NGOs Rural support programmes; 

education foundations; 

community NGOs 

Local literacy and skills centres, 

women’s education, innovation 

International agencies UNESCO, UNICEF and other 

donors 

Technical advice, funding, 

materials, evaluation 

Religious / community bodies Mosques, village committees, 

women’s associations 

Trust, venues, volunteers, 

mobilization 

Employers / private sector Factories, kilns, chambers, 

corporate social responsibility 

programmes 

Workplace literacy and skills 

training 
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The state carries the primary constitutional responsibility, and government has built the largest 

machinery. Provincial Literacy and Non-Formal Education departments run literacy centres and 

non-formal basic education schools for out-of-school children and adolescents, while the 

National Commission for Human Development, established in 2002 as a support organization 

for human development, has run large numbers of adult literacy centres and feeder schools, 

especially for women, across many districts. Government programmes have the advantages of 

scale, official authority and the ability to employ teachers. Critically, however, their record is 

marked by discontinuity: literacy has repeatedly been launched as a short campaign with 

ambitious targets, then neglected when governments or priorities changed; budgets are small 

compared with formal schooling; posts remain vacant; and reported figures have often counted 

enrolment rather than verified learning, so official success rates must be read with caution. 

Allama Iqbal Open University and the Universities 

The Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU) deserves special mention because distance education 

is by its nature a form of adult and continuing education: its students are mostly working adults 

studying at home. AIOU has offered functional literacy material, non-formal and continuing 

education courses, and teacher-training programmes that produce the very teachers adult 

education needs, and its regional network reaches districts that conventional universities do 

not. Other universities contribute through departments of adult and continuing education, 

extension lectures, evening programmes and research. The critical point is that university 

involvement remains smaller than its potential: adult education is often treated as a low-status 
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field, extension work brings little academic reward, and research on Pakistani adult literacy is 

limited, so programmes in the field are weakly informed by local evidence. 

Non-Governmental Organizations 

NGOs have been the most innovative sector. Rural support programmes and education-focused 

organizations — working in particular districts and communities — have run literacy centres 

combined with microcredit, skills training and health education; they have pioneered women-

only centres staffed by local female teachers, mobile-phone-based literacy practice for women, 

and community-managed schools. Because NGOs work closely with communities, their classes 

usually have better attendance and more relevant content than a standardized government 

course. Their weaknesses are the opposite of government’s: they are small in scale, dependent 

on donor funding that ends with the project, unevenly spread across the country, and 

sometimes weakly accountable. When a project closes, its centres usually close with it, and the 

learners are left without follow-up — the familiar problem of pilot projects that succeed locally 

but are never scaled up. 

International Organizations and Donors 

International agencies, above all UNESCO and UNICEF, together with bilateral donors, have 

supported Pakistani adult education with funds, expertise, training, primers and evaluation 

studies. UNESCO’s concepts — functional literacy, lifelong learning and Education for All — 

have shaped national policy documents, and international reporting keeps literacy visible on 

the national agenda. Critically, donor influence has a double edge: programmes designed to 

satisfy donor fashions and reporting formats may not fit local needs; funding arrives in short 
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project cycles that discourage permanent institution-building; and when external funding stops, 

activities built on it often collapse. International support is most valuable when it strengthens 

Pakistani institutions rather than substituting for them. 

Religious Institutions, Communities and Women’s Organizations 

Mosques, religious teachers and community organizations possess what no department can 

buy: trust and daily contact with adults. Mosque-based literacy and basic education initiatives 

have reached men and, through women’s religious gatherings, many women, and the religious 

motive for learning gives these programmes a legitimacy that secular appeals sometimes lack. 

Village education committees and community-based organizations mobilize learners, provide 

rooms and monitor teachers. Women’s associations and organizations have played a distinctive 

role in bringing education to women, examined in detail in Assignment No. 2. The limitations 

here are uneven quality, absence of trained teachers and teaching material in many community 

efforts, and dependence on individual local leaders; without linkage to a larger system, 

community efforts easily remain isolated and short-lived. 

Employers and the Private Sector 

Employers benefit directly from literate and skilled workers, and some factories, industrial 

groups and corporate social-responsibility programmes have run workplace literacy and skills 

classes. Trade unions have also, at times, organized workers’ education. In comparative terms, 

however, the Pakistani private sector’s contribution is small: most employment is informal, in 

small workshops, agriculture and kilns where no training tradition exists, and some employers 

of cheap labour have little interest in educating their workers. A large untapped resource 
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therefore remains, which policy could unlock through incentives and through levies or 

requirements on larger establishments. 

Overall Critical Assessment 

Taken together, the organizational picture shows real strengths: a constitutional commitment, 

a nationwide public machinery, an open university built for adult learners, energetic NGOs, 

supportive international partners and trusted community institutions. Yet the combined output 

remains far below the need, and the reasons are organizational as much as financial. First, 

there is fragmentation: many bodies run similar small programmes without a common 

curriculum, common standards or a shared count of who has actually become literate. Second, 

there is discontinuity: campaigns and projects start and stop, and each new effort begins 

almost from zero. Third, follow-up is weak everywhere — post-literacy reading material and 

continuing classes are the first items cut. Fourth, monitoring often rewards reported numbers 

rather than tested skills. Fifth, adult education receives a very small share of the education 

budget compared with formal schooling, although the illiterate population is counted in tens of 

millions. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, different organizations in Pakistan have each promoted adult education in the 

way their nature allows: government with scale but discontinuity, NGOs with innovation but 

small reach, universities with knowledge but limited engagement, international agencies with 

resources but short horizons, and communities with trust but little system. The critical lesson is 

that the country does not lack organizations; it lacks coordination, continuity and follow-up 
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among them. A permanent national framework that assigns clear roles, sets common 

standards, finances post-literacy work and holds every partner accountable for tested learning 

— rather than for centres opened — would allow these separate efforts to add up, at last, to 

the mass movement that the removal of illiteracy requires. 

Question 4: Andragogy and Pedagogy: Teaching Adults (20 Marks) 

Distinguish between andragogy and pedagogy. If you have to teach adults, which aspects of 

andragogy will you focus on? 

Introduction 

How a teacher should teach depends on who the learner is. Teaching a child of eight and 

teaching a worker of thirty-five are plainly different tasks, and educational theory gives them 

different names. Pedagogy, from the Greek words for child and leading, is the art and science of 

teaching children. Andragogy, from the Greek word for man or adult, is the art and science of 

helping adults learn. The term was popularized by the American educator Malcolm Knowles, 

who argued that adults learn in characteristically different ways from children and that teaching 

designed for children fails, and even insults, adults when it is applied to them unchanged. This 

answer first distinguishes the two approaches point by point, and then explains, from the 

standpoint of a teacher of adults, which aspects of andragogy deserve the greatest focus in 

practice. 
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The Two Concepts 

Pedagogy developed in the monastery and elementary schools of Europe for teaching children 

who came to the teacher with little experience, no social role outside school and a readiness to 

learn whatever the teacher and the syllabus prescribed. Its assumptions fit that situation: the 

learner is dependent, the teacher decides what, when and how to learn, the learner’s 

experience counts for little, readiness follows the age-grade system, and motivation comes 

largely from external rewards and punishments such as marks, prizes and fear of failure. 

Andragogy rests on opposite assumptions, formulated by Knowles: adults are self-directing; 

their accumulated experience is a resource for learning; their readiness to learn is linked to the 

tasks of their social roles; their orientation is towards immediate application and problem-

solving rather than postponed knowledge; and their strongest motivations are internal — self-

esteem, quality of life and the desire to solve real problems. 

Distinction Between Andragogy and Pedagogy 

Table 1: Andragogy and pedagogy compared 

Aspect Pedagogy (teaching children) Andragogy (teaching adults) 

Concept of the learner Dependent personality; the 

learner depends on the teacher 

for direction. 

Self-directing; the adult resents 

being treated as dependent and 

wants a say in his learning. 

Role of experience Learner’s experience is small and 

of little use as a learning 

resource. 

Experience is rich and is itself a 

major resource; adults learn 

much from one another. 

Readiness to learn Determined by age and grade; all 

children of an age learn the same 

thing. 

Arises from life tasks and 

problems of social roles — work, 

family, citizenship. 

Orientation to learning Subject-centred; knowledge Problem-centred and life-

centred; learning sought for 
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stored for future use. immediate application. 

Motivation Mainly external: marks, rewards, 

punishment, pressure of parents 

and teachers. 

Mainly internal: self-esteem, 

better income, quality of life, 

personal goals. 

Role of the teacher Transmitter of knowledge and 

sole authority in the class. 

Facilitator, guide and co-learner 

who plans learning with the 

learners. 

Methods Lectures, memorization, drills and 

examinations predominate. 

Discussion, experience-sharing, 

projects, demonstrations and 

practical work predominate. 

Evaluation By the teacher, through tests and 

grades. 

Largely self-evaluation and 

mutual assessment against the 

learner’s own goals. 

 

The table summarizes a contrast of tendencies rather than an absolute division. Good teachers 

of children also respect experience and encourage questions, and adults beginning a 

completely new subject may temporarily need considerable direction. Knowles himself later 

described pedagogy and andragogy as two ends of a continuum to be chosen according to the 

learner and the situation. Nevertheless, the centre of gravity is different, and a teacher who 

ignores the difference — lecturing experienced farmers as if they were schoolboys, or testing 

anxious housewives like examination candidates — will lose his adult class within weeks. 

If I Have to Teach Adults: Aspects of Andragogy I Will Focus On — (1) Respect and 

Self-Direction 

The first aspect I will focus on is respect for the adult learner’s self-concept. My learners will be 

people who manage homes, farms, shops and jobs; if I treat them as ignorant children they will 

simply stop coming, since attendance at an adult class is voluntary. I will therefore involve them 
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from the beginning in planning: what they want to learn, in what order, at what hours and 

judged by what results. The class will be run as a partnership in which I am responsible for 

method and material while the learners are responsible for their goals. Even small courtesies 

matter — addressing learners respectfully, never shaming a wrong answer, never using 

children’s rhymes or primers with grown men and women, and arranging seating in a circle 

rather than in school rows. 

(2) Using the Experience of Learners 

Second, I will build the teaching on the learners’ experience, which is the richest textbook in the 

room. A discussion on crop prices, childcare or household budgeting in which learners share 

what they already know teaches more, and more permanently, than my lecture, because new 

knowledge sticks when it is attached to existing knowledge. I will use discussion, case stories 

from the learners’ own lives, demonstrations by skilled members of the group and group 

problem-solving. I must also handle experience critically: some experience is wrong or outdated 

— a harmful health practice, a wasteful farming habit — and there I will use evidence, simple 

experiments and visits to successful examples to let learners test the old against the new, 

rather than merely telling them they are mistaken. 

(3) Readiness, Immediate Usefulness and Problem-Centred Content 

Third, I will keep the content problem-centred and immediately useful, because adult readiness 

to learn awakens when learning answers a present need. Each unit will begin from a real 

problem of the learners — reading a child’s report card, calculating a fair wage, understanding a 

loan form, preventing a common disease — and every new skill will be practised the same day 
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on real material. Nothing demoralizes adults faster than weeks of abstract exercises with no 

visible benefit; conversely, one skill that saves money or solves a problem convinces a whole 

neighbourhood that the class is worthwhile. Sequencing will follow the learners’ lives, not only 

the logic of the subject: what is needed in the sowing season, during a health campaign or 

before a local election will be taught when it is needed. 

(4) Motivation, Confidence and a Safe Climate 

Fourth, I will attend to motivation and emotional safety. Many adult beginners carry the 

memory of school failure and a fear of ridicule; anxiety, as much as ignorance, blocks their 

learning. I will set small, achievable steps so that every learner tastes success early and often, 

praise progress publicly, and keep competition and comparison out of the class. Assessment 

will be mainly self-assessment and practical demonstration — can the learner now read the 

letter, fill the form, keep the account? — rather than formal examinations. The physical and 

social climate matters too: convenient hours, a comfortable and private place, childcare 

tolerance for mothers, and patience with slow learners. Internal motivation grows when 

learners see their own competence growing. 

Conclusion 

To conclude, pedagogy assumes a dependent learner with little experience, taught subject by 

subject for future use under the teacher’s direction, while andragogy assumes a self-directing 

adult whose experience is a resource, whose readiness follows the problems of his roles, and 

who learns for immediate application under the teacher’s facilitation. If I have to teach adults, I 

will focus on the heart of andragogy: respecting their self-direction and involving them in 
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planning, building on their experience, making every lesson answer a real and present problem, 

and maintaining a safe, encouraging climate in which internal motivation can grow. A teacher 

who honours these principles will find that adults, far from being difficult learners, are the most 

purposeful learners of all. 

Question 5: Vocational Education and Skills Training for Adults: A 

Reflection (20 Marks) 

Do you think vocational education and skills training is important for adults? Give your own 

reflection. 

Introduction 

Vocational education and skills training mean the organized learning of the practical abilities by 

which a person earns a living: trades such as tailoring, plumbing, electrical work, motor repair 

and carpentry; modern skills such as computer use, mobile repair and online work; and home-

based skills such as embroidery, food processing and poultry keeping. The question asks for my 

own reflection on whether such training is important for adults. My answer, stated plainly at 

the start, is yes — I consider it one of the most important of all forms of adult education, in 

some situations more immediately life-changing than literacy itself. In what follows I explain the 

grounds of this conviction, consider the difficulties honestly, and describe the conditions under 

which vocational training for adults deserves the high place I am giving it. 
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My Reflection: Work Is the Centre of Adult Life 

My thinking begins from a simple observation: for most adults, the central problem of life is 

earning. An adult who cannot earn adequately cannot feed his family, educate his children or 

hold his head up in society, whatever else he knows. General education speaks to the mind 

over many years, but a marketable skill speaks to this central problem within months. I have 

seen in our own society how a short tailoring course changes the life of a widow who can 

suddenly support her children with dignity, how a young man written off as a failure becomes 

respected when he learns motor-bike repair, and how basic computer skills open office and 

online work to someone whom the formal system had left behind. Vocational training restores 

agency: it converts a dependent person into a producer. That, in my view, is why adults 

themselves vote for it with their feet — skills courses fill quickly and hold their learners, 

because the learner can see the connection between the lesson and his life. 

Economic Grounds: Employment, Income and National Need 

The economic case supports this reflection at every level. For the individual, a skill raises 

productivity and therefore income, opens self-employment where salaried jobs are scarce, and 

provides insurance in a changing economy: a worker with several skills can shift when one trade 

declines. For employers and the national economy, the shortage in Pakistan is not only of 

graduates but of competent technicians and tradespeople; development projects, construction, 

industry and services all depend on the very grades of skill that adult vocational training 

supplies, often more cheaply and quickly than long formal technical courses. Vocational training 

also multiplies the value of other education: literacy becomes far more useful to a person who 
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also has a trade, and a small loan becomes productive in the hands of a trained person, as 

microfinance experience with skilled borrowers shows. Finally, skills for women deserve 

emphasis in my reflection: home-based and locally acceptable skills allow women, whose 

mobility is restricted in many areas, to earn within their social circumstances, and a woman’s 

income is spent disproportionately on children’s food, health and schooling, so the benefit 

passes to the next generation. 

Social and Psychological Grounds 

I also value vocational training for what it does to a person’s standing and state of mind. 

Unemployment and helpless dependence corrode self-respect, strain families and push idle 

youth towards frustration and harmful company. Competence works in the opposite direction: 

the trained adult gains status in the family and neighbourhood, work to structure his day, and 

hope grounded in his own ability rather than in favours. In communities, clusters of trained 

people raise the general level — one trained electrician, midwife’s assistant or computer 

operator serves a whole village. There is a dignity-of-labour lesson here too. Our society over-

values paper qualifications and under-values skilled hands; strong adult vocational 

programmes, whose graduates visibly prosper, help correct that prejudice better than speeches 

do. 

An Honest Consideration of the Difficulties 

A genuine reflection must face the weaknesses of vocational training as it is often practised. 

Much training fails because it is supply-driven: courses are offered in whatever trade an 

institution happens to have an instructor for, without asking whether the local market can 
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absorb more tailors, beauticians or computer operators, so graduates join a queue of the 

similarly trained. Training also fails when it is too short or too theoretical to produce real 

competence, when tools and practice material are lacking, when no certificate recognized by 

employers is awarded, and when the graduate is sent home with a skill but no tool-kit, no loan, 

no market linkage and no follow-up — the classic case of the woman trained in sewing who 

does not own a machine. There is also the risk of narrowness: a single mechanical skill, learned 

without literacy, numeracy, costing and customer dealing, leaves the worker helpless when 

technology or fashion changes. These are serious objections, but in my judgement they are 

objections to badly designed training, not to vocational training itself. 

Conditions on Which Its Importance Depends 

My reflection therefore ends in a conditional but firm yes: vocational education for adults is 

important when it is designed around demand and around the whole livelihood of the learner. 

In practice this means: surveying the local market before choosing trades; training to a standard 

that employers and customers actually respect, with ample hands-on practice; combining the 

trade with literacy, numeracy, pricing, record-keeping and basic business skills; providing 

recognized certification, including recognition of the skills that experienced workers already 

possess informally; linking graduates to tool-kits, microcredit, apprenticeships and markets; and 

giving special, realistic provision for women and rural learners. Institutions in Pakistan — 

technical and vocational training authorities, small-industry and skills-development bodies, 

NGOs and the private sector — each hold part of this formula, and adult education programmes 
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do best when a literacy or general course and a skills course are offered to the same learners as 

one package. 

Conclusion 

To conclude, my reflection is that vocational education and skills training are not an optional 

extra for adults but the most direct form of education for the problem that dominates adult 

life: earning a decent living. They raise income and productivity, restore dignity and hope, 

empower women, supply the technicians the economy lacks and make literacy itself more 

valuable. Their failures in practice come from training that ignores markets, standards and 

follow-up support, and those failures argue for better design, not for abandonment. If I were 

asked where an adult-education budget earns its quickest and most visible return, my answer 

would be: in well-designed skills training for adults who need a livelihood — taught together 

with the literacy, numeracy and business sense that turn a skill into a living. 
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